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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-9 are pending in the instant application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Zappa (2352754) in view of Ketonen (6539673). 

Referring to claims 1 ,3-5. Zappa discloses a "Smoke Seal Element For Lift 
Doors" as claimed. See Figs. 1-4 and respective portions of the specification. Zappa 
further discloses an elevator shaft closure for a telescopic door (34,36) having at least 
on*door leaf and door frame, a closing edge region being formed in a closed state by 
the at least one door leaf and a closing edge of the door frame (See Fig. 2), comprising; 
a first door frame part (38) and a second door frame part (40) cooperating to form the 
closing edge of the door frame, the first and second door frame parts adapted to be 
attached to a building at an elevator door opening (See Pg 2 - Pg 4); and a thermally 
separable material (Pg. 3 If 2) connecting the first doorframe part to the second door 
frame part. Zappa does not disclose whereby the thermally separable material releases 
the first door frame part from the second door frame part and the first door frame part 
changes position relative to the second doorframe part under predetermined thermal 
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stress. It is broadly construed and generally noted that as a result of the first and 
second doorframe parts being connected by thermally separable material that the first 
or second door frame part would separate and change position relative to a second 
doorframe part. Harkins discloses "Fire-Resistant Wood Assemblies For Buildings" as 
claimed. See Figs. 1-6 and respective portions of the specification. Harkins further 
discloses doors (16,18), door jambs (32,34), smoke seal strip (120), fire resistant core 
(166), and a strip of intumescent material (200) (See Figs. 1-3). Harkins further 
discloses that the doors (16,18) are attached to door jambs (32,34) which include a fire 
resistant core (166) and that when a fire occurs intumescent material (200) reacts to 
expand and burst through the jamb trim (216) allowing the intumescent material to fill 
and seal a clearance gap (24) to prevent smoke, heat, and flames from passing 
between the door jamb and door (See Sect. 0033). It would have been obvious to a 
person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the apparatus of 
Zappa to include the teachings of Harkins and include intumescent material to expand 
and seal the gap so that when the door frame connected by the thermally separable 
material of Zappa's apparatus separated and changed position the intumescent material 
expanded and sealed the gap to prevent fire, flames, and heat from entering. 

Referring to claim 2. Zappa discloses wherein the first door frame part and the 
second door frame part are configured to form a labyrinth (See Fig 2). 

Referring to claim 6. Zappa does not disclose wherein the first and second door 
frame parts are formed of different materials. It would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the apparatus of Zappa so 
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that the first and second door frame parts were formed of different materials so that 
door frame and door could match the material of construction for aesthetic and design 
purposes. 

Referring to claims 7-9. The methods described in these claims would inherently 
result from the use of Zappa's "Smoke Seal Element For Lift Doors" in view of Harkins 
Tire-Resistant Wood Assemblies For Buildings" as advanced and described above. 


Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Southern (GB2309729) discloses a "Seal with Intumescent Body and Flexible 
Smoke Seal" that is held fast by means of adhesive material or retained within a 
channel. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Terrell H. Matthews whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-5929. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kathy Matecki can be reached on (571) 272-6951. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 


